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LXVIL Ay Account of the Earthguake felt
at Glalgow and Dumbarton ; alfo of a
Shower of Duft falling on a Ship between
Shetland a7d Iceland 5 iz @ Letter from
Dr.RobertWhytt, Profeflor of Medicine in
the Univerfity of Edinburgh, z0 John
Pringle, 1. D. F. R. S.

Read Feb. 19, HE ecarthquake at Glafgow and

1756. Greenock happened in the night
between the 3oth and 31t of December, nearly at
the fame time. It was felt at Glafgow, as I am in-
formed, by almoft every perfon that was awake, and
out of bed, and alfo by fome in bed, who were not
faft afleep. 'There were, according to moft accounts,
three fucceflive fthocks, or rifings as it were of the
earth, It was felt not only at Glafgow and Greenock,
but alfo at many other places in the neighbouring
country ; particularly at Dunbarton ; as you will fee
by the copy of a letter I fend you inclofed, which
gives a more particular account of the carthquake
there than I have been able to procure from Glaf-

gow.

SR, Dunb. Jan. 17, 1756.

IN anfwer to yours relating to the earthquake felt
here, there happened but one fhock, and that
very moderate, on the 31t of December, before one
o'clock in the morning. The agitation was very fcn-
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fibly perceived by fome who were in bed, and by-
Mrs. Weir and others who were f{till up. It had a
fenfible effect upon fome birds in cages, and tame
fowls ; they feemed both alarmed, the firft fluttering

very much, and the latter making a croaking noife, as

in a great fright. It fhook the board out of one cage,

and {pilt the water which was in the glafs. It was

equally felt by thofe, who lived in ground-floors and

in the fecond and third ftories. Some fconces in

M. Colquhoun’s houfe were obferved to vibrate du-

ring the fhock : but nothing more happened worth

notice. I am, &c.

As it may not be unacceptable to the Royal So-
ciety, or you, to be informed of the following fact,
which I fuppofe you have not heard of, I was at fome
pains to enquire particularly into the truth of it;
about which I think there can now be no doubt.

« By aletter now in my cuftody, from a paffenger
on board the fhip belonging to Mr. David
Loch, merchant in Leith, and bound from Leith for
Charles-town in South-Carolina, we are informed, that
upon the nightof the 23d or 24th of O&ober laft, when
the weather was quite calm, a thower of duft fell upon
thedecks, topsand failsof the thip, fo that next morning
they were covered thick withit. The fhip at this time
was betwixt Shetland and Iceland, about 2 5 leagues di-
ftant from the former, and which was the neareft land.”

There were other letters came to this place, and to
Leith, from paflengers on board the fame fhip, con-
firming the truth of what I have related, and con-
taining fome of the duft. This thower was probslx-

bly
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bly owing to the great eruption, which happened to
the mountain Hecla in Iceland, in O&ober. I am,
&e.

Edinbux;g;’l;,;:eb. 10, Sign‘ed Robert Whytt.

LXVIL. Extratt of a Letter from Mon/.
Bonnet, F.R.S. 0 Mr. Trembley, F. R.S.
dated at Geneva, 30 January 1756, con-
cerning the Earthquake on the 14th of
November, 1755, i Valais iz Swifler-

land. Zranflated from the French.

Read Feb. I9s"\7191LAI S is thought to have been

1756 more fhaken by the earthquake
than our city and its neighbourhood. I procured a
letter to be written to Brigue for a particular account
ofit. The following is an extract of the anfwer of
a merchant of that town, to whom the letter was ad-
drefled. I fhould have been glad to have had fome
information concerning Brigue itfelf, which is faid to
have fuffered confiderably ; but you will find, that

this' merchant fays not a word of it. I fhall make a
frefh inquiry.

Brigue, January 26, 1756:

HE earthquake felt here, happened on the
14th of November, at three in the afternoon.
It proceeded from the North, and lafted a minute.
The earth opened on the mountain ; and the o
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